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Meeting Twenty-one 
 

 
We are still reading the sixth lecture of Koberwitz and today we will make some 

remarks on the last section in which Steiner explains how to counter fungal diseases. 
So let’s start from paragraph twenty-seven (“People have no idea …”). 

Steiner continues what he has just said about the difference in results from making 
the ashes when the Sun is in different constellations. He says: "People have no idea 
that the Sun is actually a very specialized being". In the following sentences he 
asserts that the Sun is profoundly different as it radiates from one sign rather then 
another in the course of a year or even a day. To really understand what these 
statements mean we must first clarify what the Sun is. We could ask, for instance, of 
what is composed, what is its consistency, is it solid or gaseous? Actually, the Sun 
and its function can be understood only if we consider the star at the center of our 
system as a type of hole, or rather the center of a vortex that draws the cosmic forces 
towards itself. We could say that the Sun is a receiver of cosmic forces.  

The first cosmic forces to be drawn into the Sun are those of the Zodiac, so when 
the Sun is before The Ram it attracts the forces of Aries and it brings in the forces of 
Taurus when the Bull is behind it and so forth. In light of this it seems appropriate to 
consider the profound difference between the Aries-Sun compared to the Taurus-Sun 
etc. The forces that the Sun picks are then transmitted to the Earth. However, given 
that the Sun makes a profound metamorphosis in the living forces of which we are 
talking, these arrive upon Earth significantly transformed.  

The examples Steiner mentioned - first to the year and then to the day - is 
motivated by the fact that, because of the revolution of the Earth around the Sun, in 
the course of a year the Sun appears before the whole circle of the Zodiac, and as a 
result of Earth’s rotation the same apparent path is made every day. So if the Sun 
finds itself, from the point of view of the Earth, in the constellation of Aries 
throughout the period from around April 21 to May 13, every day for about two hours 
the same constellation is in front of the observer, although clearly at different times 
according to the longitude upon which the observer stands 

The Earth-Sun-Constellation relation which occurs in a year is the primary one, 
and the daily relation is secondary. For example at the end of April in Western 
Europe, the Sun will primarily in the constellation of Aries and secondly we will find 
that around 8 am it is in the constellation of Taurus.  

What we are saying was deeply appreciated by alchemists, and used in order to 
come into resonance with specific forces from the Sun at definite times of the day and 
year.  

 
Now we must proceed in our reasoning and ask ourselves what is it that descends 

from the stars to be captured by the Sun. Well, from the stars what comes down is 
light!  

In the drawing that follows we will identify the Light given to us from the bright 
stars as ‘Light I’ of L1.  
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The change of light and time in relation to cosmic spheres  

 
As we are referring to the Zodiac, we are actually talking of the Light of the 

Seraphim and Cherubim and this obliges us to make special considerations regarding 
the irradiation of this Light. In fact, every day we are in regularly in contact with light 
sources and we can see how light - observed from the point of view of the source - 
will expand outwards. But if we consider the nature of the first spiritual hierarchy and 
the fact that the world of the spirit has no spatial or temporal limitation, the reasoning 
must be completely overturned.  

Remember that Steiner argues that when the spiritual beings of the first Hierarchy 
turn their conscience inwards they perceive God, but when they turn their attention 
outwards they ‘create worlds’. Now we believe it is clear that an infinite being, that 
by definition is not limited to the spatial and temporal, cannot produce anything 
outside itself but can only create something within itself. Therefore the light 
emanating from these entities cannot but radiate inwards, and thus towards the Sun. 
We must strive to understand that what from our point of view constitutes the inside 
of the solar system, for the beings we are talking about is an external atmosphere; that 
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which from our point of view is outside the solar system and is therefore a still more 
distant periphery, for these beings is the inner world - the vision of God that passes 
through them. 

So, recapitulating, for us, compared to the Zodiac, the solar system is inside, while 
the Milky way and other more distant stars are outside; the opposite is the case for the 
Cherubim and Seraphim for whom the solar system is an external reality and the 
world of the stars is within.  

We recall that when we talk of the first Hierarchy we talk about the Father of the 
Holy Trinity. We could even add that Seraphim, which from our point of view act 
upon the external aspect of the Zodiac, have turned towards God, while the Cherubim 
have turned their activities towards the solar system. For those who wish to study 
more about the various spiritual hierarchies we can recommend the text entitled "The 
spiritual beings in the cosmos and in the kingdoms of nature" (Anthroposophical 
Press).  

Returning to the Sun, we said that the Sun gathers Light from the various 
constellations and this undergoes a metamorphosis so that the light that emanates 
from the Sun has different qualities than the Light I. In the drawing this light is 
indicated as Light 2.  

Since the Sun is a star the spiritual entity whose manifestation it is (in the second 
Hierarchy) is subject to the same considerations as for the Seraphim and Cherubim. 
Therefore, the light that comes from the constellations and that from our point of view 
comes from without, from the point of view of the Sun can only be considered as 
being from its interior.  

The transformed Light coming from the Sun which we can call etheric, reaches us 
in the band that surrounds the Earth which we know as the ‘atmosphere where it 
‘dies’ and is transformed into luminosity. Luminosity then is the death of the etheric 
light of the Sun that in turn was captured from the Zodiac.  

In the prologue of the Gospel of John what we have just said is expressed very 
clearly. The light from the constellations is called the ‘true light’. Life is the same 
light after metamorphosis within the Sun, and finally the same light that became Life 
on the Sun, becomes mere brightness in contact with the atmosphere, even if it is still 
called light by people (‘..and Life is the light of man’).  

The brightness, which for people is light, is shown in the drawing as ‘light 3’ and 
this L 3’ is the one that allows us to know three-dimensional space. At the level of 
this light there is also the threefold perception of time that is divided in the past, 
present and future. The ‘light 2’ instead is dimensionless because it still belongs to the 
world of the spirit.  

We can still say that on our planet, because of the three-dimensional space (light 
3), we can grasp the world of form. At the solar level however we find the forces that 
allow the manifestation that we know as etheric forces or as the sea of the ethers 
(light 2). Going further out we find, in the Zodiac (light 1), the ideas (or individual 
principles of the species) which, passing through the sea of ethers, interweave with 
life, and are ready to be shaped in a specific form and bound to a seed in preparation 
for becoming a plant on the physical level.  

 
If we talk about time, on the other hand, we can say that at the level of time 3 (past, 

present and future) there is earthly existence that begins with birth and ends with 
death. In terms of time 3 the ego manifests as a person’s ordinary self.  

By contrast time 2 is the time of Life. By now we should all know that life takes 
place through many lives, which serve so that I can face all the necessary experiences 
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to complete its evolutionary path that is the attainment of perfection. At time 2 the 
higher self is manifested which doesn’t take on form, but shows as metamorphoses. 
The higher I does not live in the past, present and future, because such time does not 
exist at that level. We might say that the I dwells in a continual time and on our 
drawing we could write, at the level of the Sun, the word ‘duration’. Obviously at the 
level of ‘time 1’ and therefore at the level of the Zodiac we would enter eternity.  

In recent days the media have repeatedly spoken of explosions occurring on the 
Sun, accompanied by immense eruptions that have sent a worrying amount of 
radiation to the Earth which disrupts satellite and radio broadcasts, and who knows 
the effects that could have on humans.  

From what we have now said we should reject the idea that the sun can ‘explode’, 
but we should rather think of an implosion. Better yet we could think of an 
extraordinary amount of powerful cosmic forces absorbed by the Sun and sent on to 
Earth as Life. The disturbance caused to the electronic equipment for the transmission 
of radio-signals is quite logical when you consider the fact that these are machines of 
death, fueled by forces antithetical to life.  

To understand a little more of what has happened we have to consider the fact that 
the Sun is now in the constellation of the Scales which is the seventh constellation 
starting from Aries. These first seven constellations form the so-called light Zodiac 
because its forces are embodied at the top of our bodies and bring consciousness. This 
part of the Zodiac is also called the Mystic Lamb because when its forces descend via 
the Sun they have the greatest potential sacrifices to give us life.  
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The last seven constellations (those of the dark Zodiac), between the Virgin and 
Pisces, form a complex of forces known as Virgin Sophia. 

The Mystic Lamb and the Virgin Sophia overlap in an arc covering the Virgin and 
Scales. This overlap is the marriage between the life component and that of 
consciousness. In other words we could also talk of union between the forces of 
Christ and Mary, which is presented in the Gospels in the well-known passage 
concerning the marriage of Cana (John 2.1).  

The overlap between the Mystic Lamb and Virgin Sophia is what is referred to in 
the phrase: "What have I to do with you, woman?" Translated: "This is between me 
and you woman" (Bittleson) (Jn 2.4 ). Do not forget that during the baptism at the 
Jordan the Being of Christ descending upon Jesus and the virgin Sophia descended 
upon Mary. During the wedding at Cana these two beings began working together for 
the good of humanity.  

In light of what we have said we can better understand what Steiner says in the 
twenty-seventh paragraph of the sixth Koberwitz lecture. 

If we accept the fact that the Sun is a vortex that ‘sucks’, we can understand how 
the Earth itself is sucked towards the Sun and follows like a dog on a leash. The 
Earth's orbit around the Sun is the apparent result of a very different cycle. In fact, the 
Sun moves in the universe, in the direction of the constellation Cygnus (representative 
of Christ in the Milky Way) by tracing a path similar to the one below.  

 

 
Path of the sun through the cosmos 

 
 

The Earth takes the same course at a certain distance from the Sun and the relative 
positions give the illusion of an ellipsoidal movement. The other planets also follow 
the path of the Sun, but making different lemniscatory movements. The plan outlined 
above is a simplification of the real movement because, in addition to moving in the 
way represented above, the whole system also performs a movement of rotation upon 
itself. The situation is therefore impossible to reproduce in two-dimensions.  
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Paragraph twenty-eight (“So, if you go through …”) reports Steiner referring back 

to the ashes and says that scattering them means the nematode "gradually becomes 
powerless." Actually the destruction of form allows you to get rid of the pests from 
the physical plane (Space 3) and use the sucking action of the Sun to carry the 
message directly to the source of the forces of life that come to the Earth. The 
debilitation soon follows.  

It is worth pointing out that along the way another message is contained, although 
well hidden, namely that the word ‘pepper’ used by Steiner to characterize the ashes, 
produces a weakening when used as our food.  

In paragraph twenty-nine (“In a remarkable way ….”) Steiner refers to what could 
be called spiritual astronomy40, a discipline that has now been almost totally lost. The 
content of the rest of the paragraph does not presents special difficulties.  

 
Thus, we arrive at the thirtieth paragraph, where we read: "what is in the plant, 

what is in every living being, also carries within itself the germ for its own 
destruction." At first this sentence may seem strange but, if we think well, it is not 
really so odd because the spiritual principle of a plant species in which we can 
recognize the regulator of all life processes therefore also determines its death. So 
while we appeal to forces of the Zodiac to promote a better liaison with the Ego of the 
seed, we can also work with the same forces to weaken the connection with the Ego to 
such an extent that one can completely prevent their presence on our property. 
Obviously we will work to stimulate the incarnation of the plants we wish to cultivate, 
while we will make use of the opposite action for pests.  

 
In paragraph thirty-one (“It is really not so strange …”) we now find the reference 

to the ‘effects of time’. Steiner reaffirms the notion expressed at the twenty-seventh 
paragraph about the specialization of the Sun over the year and the day. In fact to 
connect to the zodiacal forces to which we want to appeal we must use the precise 
moment at which such forces are active, according to the mutual position of the Earth, 
the Sun and the specific constellation. Pre-potentized preparations, in this sense, 
allows us a greater freedom because they makes it possible to liaise with the various 
cosmic forces even when they aren’t fully active from an astronomical point of view. 
Indeed the dynamization of a preparation must be done at the time required 
(depending on the forces to which they must appeal) and be repeated three times to 
annul the influence of the constellation which is acting from above at that time. This 
also serves to establish the liaison with the desired strength and recalls the situation 
thanks to the choice of time that corresponded to the forces. We reaffirm that 
homeopathy is an instrument of freedom that allows you to connect as needed with 
forces that would be active only very rarely in clock time - T3. With this paragraph 
Steiner concludes the topic of ashes and is preparing to introduce the subject of fungal 
diseases.  

 
In the second sentence of paragraph thirty-two (“Now, we still need to …”) we read 

that "they should not be called plant diseases". In the remainder of the paragraph 
Steiner explains this assertion. Most diseases are caused by an excessive penetration 
of the astral body into the physical body, due to a weakening of the protective or 

                                                
40 ‘Spiritual Astronomy’ by the Author is in translation (2008). See also Dr Steiner’s third sceintific or 
Astronomy course 
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buffering function of the etheric body. Therefore the plant that has not incarnated its 
astral body should never become ill.  

Towards the end of the paragraph Steiner confirms what we have just said: "Now, 
since a plant does not contain an actual astral body, the particular way of being ill 
that is possible with animals and humans simply does not appear with plants." Steiner 
does not say that the plant does not have an astral body, but that it “does not contain 
an actual astral body “.  

After all we can ask ourselves how can the plant communicate with the astral 
world without itself having an astral principle - and there is no doubt that the plant 
does establish a dialogue with the astral world: flowering is the proof. Well, the plant 
is penetrated by the astral body of the Earth. 
 
 

 
The Earth’s astrality radiates through the plant  

 
 

The plant then gets sick because the Earth is sick. In the light of this conclusion it 
seems more than justified when - echoing Steiner - we said some time ago about the 
fact that a correct way to fertilize can eliminate most plant diseases.  

The thirty-third sentence (“From what I have said …”) should present no 
significant difficulty and we just want to point out that when Steiner says: ".. that the 
soil around plants has a certain inherent vitality… although these forces are not 
intense enough to appear as actual plant forms, they are present with a certain 
intensity all around the plants" .. this refers to the unbound Life which he connects 
with the forces of the full Moon. We have repeated many times that the full Moon is 
actually full of the Sun and thus of Life: in other words with the full Moon the forces 
of Zoe also abound.  

In these few lines Steiner has given precise indications for understanding the world 
of fungi which is especially linked to the relationship between Zoe, the full Moon and 
water.  

 
In paragraph thirty-four (“There are several significant …”) Steiner tells us quite 

clearly how to vivify the Earth and that is through the rays of the Moon that - by 

 
ASTRALITY OF  

THE AIR 
(FLOWERING) 

 
 
 
 
 

ASTRALITY OF  
THE EARTH 

 
 
 
 
 



Commentary on the agriculture course 

Lecture 7                                                        Meeting 21                                                               p230 

reflection - bring in the etheric forces of the Sun. We know that you can bring life in 
other ways. This can be done through manuring and we can more effectively activate 
the sea of ethers with the use of the homeodynamic preparation ‘Pro humus’. But we 
ourselves are bearers of both lunar and solar forces and, ultimately, we ourselves can 
become the carriers of life forces with our properly developed consciousness. To 
develop the lunar forces that we are carrying it is necessary to purify ourselves of 
selfishness, and to develop our solar element we must be saturated by Love. So our 
work in the fields should not be driven by a thirst for profit, but by the ideal of 
assisting the Earth to evolve, having recognized that this is true, good and just. This 
moves the forces of Zoe and these will help us learn from our work in the fields and 
give the means for a dignified existence.  

 
Paragraphs thirty-five (“It can easily happen… “) and thirty-six (“Let us assume, 

however…”): to understand what Steiner wishes to convey in these two paragraphs it 
is necessary to dwell on some ideas and to help us, as usual we will make a drawing. 
We have already said we can recognize four currents around the plant that pass 
through it. The current linked to winter is that of the Archangel Gabriel which we 
show in our drawing with an arrow upwards from the bottom right side. 

Remember that Gabriel presides over the forces of reproduction and is therefore 
the bearer of life. Archangel Gabriel made the Annunciation to Mary. The drawing 
indicates the link between the forces of Gabriel and the full moon.  

The spring current is linked to Raphael. The arrow representing this influence 
comes from the lower left. The activity of Raphael is linked to the daily Sun. Steiner 
refers to these two currents early in paragraph thirty-five when describing winter and 
spring in relation to water.  

To complete the picture, we will place the current of Uriel at the top left linked to 
summer, and the nighttime sun. The current of Michael will occupy the top right of 
the drawing and that is associated with the autumnal forces and the new Moon.  

The problem that Steiner wishes to put before us is not so much an issue of the 
wetness of the winter season because this is normal considering that the winter is the 
season tied to water. The problem is excessive moisture during the spring. In fact, if 
this occurs, we have too much of Gabriel’s current and a insufficiency of Raphael’s 
(‘God heals’). Because of this the latter cannot bring its therapeutic action and restore 
balance to the environment in which the plants grow and complete their cycle up to 
the formation of seed. The daytime Sun, in fact, should ‘dry up’ the excess moisture 
brought by the full Moon and balance the low quality astrality that follows.  

The activity of Raphael should mitigate the forces of vigour brought by the current 
of Gabriel to allow the metamorphosis of these forces that will determine the 
nutritional value under the influence of Uriel.  

In the absence of the therapeutic influence of Raphael, the forces of Gabriel will go 
directly up the plant without undergoing any metamorphosis, so the processes of seed-
formation may not take place properly. At the same time the forces that were 
supposed to act in the formation of seed show their activity at a lower level in the 
manifestation of fungi, making use of the excessive moisture that has invaded the area 
above the soil. 
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The four life-currents around the plant in relation to the seasons and Archangels 
 
 

 
Reiterating that fungi are strongly linked to the forces of the full Moon, we could 

add that the type of fungi depends on influences from the other planets that can add 
their influence to that of the full Moon.  

 
In the thirty-seventh (“So what should we do now?”) and thirty-eighth paragraphs 

(“This is an instance where ..”) Steiner presents ‘equisetum arvense’ as a remedy for 
fungal diseases and briefly describes its preparation and use.  

We know that the equisetum arvense, also known as horsetail, contains about 90% 
silica, is a very ancient plant, and can be regarded as the archetype of all the leafy 
plants. Horsetail grows on wet and sandy soils and so combines the element of silica 
with moisture. The horsetail has the characteristic feature of occurring at first in a 
form reminiscent of a mushroom (the sporangia) and only later manifesting in the 
form with which we are all familiar. Just the fact of having a juvenile form like a 
mushroom and of being linked to the worlds of water and of silica, perfectly places 
horsetail in the framework we have seen to be crucial for the development of fungal 
diseases.  

However, our tests show that horsetail, prepared only by the indication that Rudolf 
Steiner gives in these two paragraphs, does not permit one to achieve a satisfactory 
result. We have to be a bit more shrewd. First, we start from the premise that the 
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mushroom is the result of an astralization of the soil (‘the plant does not contain an 
actual astral body’) that can only be balanced by a silica of plant origin. In this case it 
would be incorrect to use the forces of silica contained in the 501 because it is of 
mineral origin and thus is equipped to act at the level of the I. From what we have 
said then the use of equisetum appears to be correct.  

The preparation suggested by Steiner is a decoction and has the ability to bring 
order in the metabolism of the soil that is linked to the current of Gabriel. We are 
convinced that the use of the sporangia of horsetail gives a greater chance of success 
than using the adult plant. Moreover we believe it could be used most effectively as a 
seed-bath preparation rather than as a spray upon the soil. Probably the most 
appropriate moment to collect the equisetum is about 9pm, when the most active 
forces in the etheric body of the Earth are those of water.  

To further enhance the action of equisetum we could also make it into a real 
preparation. As an animal sheath we might consider the hoof of a cow. Indeed, we 
must take action to counteract the excess of forces that rise from the ground and the 
hoof is without doubt the part of the animal that is closest to the ground. The cow is 
also the animal that expresses the most metabolic forces. The hoof could be taken 
from the back of the animal because those are ones even more related to metabolism. 
In addition it would be preferable to take the hoof from the left side of the animal as 
this side is linked to the feminine part - Gabriel.  

This hallowed out hoof is stuffed with the sporangia of horsetail, and buried for 
from Christmas to Easter at a depth of 120 cm and in a calcareous soil. Perhaps a 
more viable alternative might be to prepare a decoction of horsetail in a bottle and fit 
it in the hoof. The decoction should be prepared for 20 minutes in order to act in 
metabolic processes.  

We could also hypothesize that the decoction could be buried but not in a bovine 
hoof, but wrapped in hair from a horses tail. The horse’s tail, as well as in name, is 
reminiscent of the form of the equisetum. Also the forces of the Moon enter the 
animal through the tail, and the horse is an animal related to Fire (known to oppose 
Water). At this point, further strengthening of the preparation could be achieved with 
dynamization.  

 
A different kind of intervention might be made to reduce the influence of the lunar 

forces present in the soil. In the past we have talked about this. We have given the 
name of ‘Mary’s Mantle’ to this remedy which is made from the yarrow preparation, 
and clay, all prepared with another of our ‘Harmonizer’ products (A02) which we 
have called ‘Preparer of the  Soil’. While not specifically acting against pests, it is 
able to provide adequate protection, and in all cases gives true support to specific 
therapeutic interventions.  

The activity of A02 should be supported with the product that reinforces the 
connection with the I of the species (O02), and to match these two we have made a 
preparation ‘Moon repellent’ that is identified with the code Y09.  

The lecture concludes with Steiner reiterating for the umpteenth time that anyone 
who really wants to understand the world of plants, animals and pests, must 
necessarily broaden their gaze to the universe because: "Life comes form the whole 
universe, not merely from what the Earth provides. Nature is a unity, with forces 
working in from all sides." The methods by which we are investigating nature today, 
relying on investigations of ever smaller small bits of matter, leads us in a direction 
diametrically opposite and fatally away from the true understanding of Nature. 


